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History and Background

In 1976, the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua founded Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (“DRBU”)

in California, USA, to provide an
excellent environment for people
from all over the world wishing to
pursue wisdom. DRBU emphasizes
the cultivation of character and
virtue in its students. Its pedagogical
aim is to activate an inherent
wisdom possessed by all individuals
so students can realize their highest
potential. The Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua believed that the goal of
education is to uncover the truth,
not to seek fame and wealth, and
that the meaning of life can be found
in benefitting the world. Despite
rapid advancements in the fields of
science and technology, we are more
anxious and lost than ever because
of the hindrance of insatiable
desires, which lead to various crises
in the areas of education, culture,
ethics, environment, health, and
economics. From the Buddhist
perspective, the solution to these
crises is not found in science or
technology, but in the awakening of
human awareness. We hope that,
after attending DRBU, our students
will have established virtue and
character as the foundation of their

lives, and that they will apply their
inherent wisdom and compassion to
making a positive impact on those
around them and beyond, thereby
benefiting the world.

Dharma Realm
Buddhist University
activates everyone's

inherent wisdom,
inherent virtues, and
inherent spirituality...
I hope that after you
graduate, you become
someone who brings
light into the world, not
darkness; who benefits
the world, not harms it.

FOUNDER OF DHARMA REALM
BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY
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Features of DRBU

LIBERAL EDUCATION IN

THE BROAD BUDDHIST
TRADITION:

DRBU is accredited by WASC
Senior College and University
Commission and is approved to
operate in the State of California by
the Bureau for Private Postsecondary
Education. DRBU is a community
dedicated to liberal education

in the broad Buddhist tradition

— atradition characterized by
knowledge in the arts and sciences
(philosophy, literature, classical
languages, arts, mathematics, and
science), self-cultivation, and the
pursuit of wisdom. Unlike the recent
emphasis on STEM training, or the
general trend of specialization and
compartmentalization in higher
education, the liberal arts offer a
holistic education for the whole
person. DRBU’s pedagogical aim is
thus two-fold: to convey knowledge
and to activate an intrinsic wisdom
possessed by all individuals.

Currently, DRBU offers two
degree programs: the four-year BA
program in Liberal Arts and the
two-year MA program in Buddhist
Classics. Unlike most Religious
Studies departments, which

analyze Buddhism ata distance or
as a sociological object, DRBU’s
approach affirms that the Buddha’s
teachings can only be understood
by applying them in practice. And,
unlike Buddhist academies that
focus on vocational training for
monastics, students need not be
monastics, or even Buddhists, to
attend DRBU. The university does
not limit its training to Buddhist
clergymen and women; rather,
graduates are free to pursue further
education or a career in any area of
interest.

A GREAT BOOKS APPROACH—
ENGAGING WITH WISDOM
EAST AND WEST:

AtDRBU, students deeply engage
with core curricula comprised of
classical texts from both Eastern and
Western traditions. Historically,
most Great Books programs have
focused primarily on the Western
canon. DRBU is one of the first Great
Books programs to offer curricula
drawing from both the Eastand
West. The seminal works studied
represent humanity’s priceless
legacy of understanding and insight.
They address themselves to the
perennial issues that confront
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humankind, such as: What are the
persistent questions and challenges
we as humans face? What is the
meaning of life? What does it take
to truly “know thyself?” What

can be known about the complex
interconnections between the
individual, social, and natural
dimensions of existence? In
exploration of Buddhist answers to
such questions, the MA program
includes primary texts from

both Theravada and Mahayana
Buddhist traditions, for example:
the Surangama Sutra, the Platform
Sutra, representative Pali texts,
Demonstration of Consciousness
Only, the Diamond Sutra, the
Scripture on the Explication of
Underlying Meaning, the Lotus
Sutra, and the Avatamsaka Sutra.
To complement the Buddhist
perspective, MA students also read
important works of major Western
thinkers like Plato, Descartes,
Nietzsche, and Heidegger. By
comparison, the BA program draws
from a broader spectrum of sources
including Buddhist classics, Chinese
classics, Indian classics, Western
classics, and primary texts in the

natural sciences.

LEARNING THROUGH
SHARED INQUIRY IN SMALL
CLASSES:

The pedagogical model of DRBU
is dialogical and deeply self-
reflective. Class cohorts are small,
with usually no more than fifteen
students. Neither teachers nor
texts are presumed to be ultimate
authorities. Instead, teacher, text,
and student comprise a triangle of
shared inquiry in which authority
depends not on one party alone
butall three in concert. Mining the
wisdom in these texts is the focus
of class discussions. Instructors
offer feedback and guide students
in clarifying and articulating their
thinking. Thus, students, rather
than passively receiving answers
from their instructors, can follow
their own pathways of discovery.
Along the way, they learn to apply
the wisdom and insight of classical
texts in their own contemporary
contexts. Inquiry of this kind seeks
to foster creative, critical, and self-
reflective thinkers. Such individuals
can respond nimbly to the shifting
landscape of our increasingly
complex world; they possess sound
judgment, the flexibility to adapt
to evolving circumstances, and
the public spirit necessary to make
decisions that benefit themselves
and others.
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INTEGRATION OF
CONTEMPLATIVE EXERCISES
INTO CURRICULA:

AtDRBU, students are encouraged
to apply what they learn in class
through contemplative exercises.
Many classes begin with meditation
in order to ready students’ hearts
and minds for deep exploration of
the texts. One week of each semester
is set aside for an immersive
contemplative retreat, during which
students recite Guan Yin, sitin
Chan meditation, or participate

in various other contemplative
practices. Chaplains are also available
to guide and support students

in their contemplative practice.
Outside the classroom, students
interested in Buddhist practice have
the opportunity to join the daily
practice and Dharma sessions held in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(“CTTB”), allowing them to benefit
from the support of the larger CTTB
community.

THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND
BUDDHAS — AN IMMERSIVE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:
DRBU is situated on the eight
hundred acres in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. It shares the
space with the Jeweled Hall of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, Tathagata
Monastery, Joyous Giving House,
Instilling Goodness Elementary
School, Developing Virtue
Secondary School, the Sangha

and Laity Training Program, the
Tower of Blessings (a nursing

home for elderly monastics), and
Jyun Kang Vegetarian Restaurant.
Residents of CTTB live by the Six
Guiding Principles established

by the Venerable Master Husan
Hua: “Not contending, not

being greedy, not craving illicit
gratification, not being selfish,

not pursuing personal advantage,
not lying.” Amid this supportive
setting, DRBU promotes a simple
and ethical lifestyle. Students are
provided with a vegetarian diet

and are required to hold the five
precepts while on campus. They
also share in community service and
care. This pure and collaborative
campus environment helps students
study and cultivate with minimal
distractions, so they can best nourish
their Dharma bodies. Virtue cannot
be cultivated by merely listening to

lectures or developing an intellectual
understanding. Instead, virtue must
be learned from those who embody
it. At CTTB, students learn virtue
every day through their interactions
with others. In each moment, they
have the opportunity to practice
what they have learned in class to
cultivate the ground of their minds.
From moral virtue, concentration
arises; from concentration, wisdom
blooms.

Study extensively,
be learned and well
read; recognize your
original mind and
master the Buddhas’
teachings. Graciously
welcome and get along
with all creatures;
have no notion of
“self” and “other.”
Directly reach Bodhi,
your unchanging true
nature.

DHARMA JEWEL PLATFORM
SUTRA OF THE SIXTH PATRIARCH
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Looking Forward

The hope of humanity lies in the
awakening of the human mind,
which leads to turning away from
selfish behavior and rediscovering
our basic goodness. DRBU takes,
from East and West, the enduring
hallmarks of liberal education, as

its guiding principles: that self-
knowledge rooted in virtue is the
basis of learning; that insight and
goodness are its outcomes; and that
its application should be to benefit
others. The inner transformation of
each DRBU graduate is like a bright
light in the world. The light of a
single lantern can banish a thousand
years of delusion. And it can ignite a
hundred thousand lights. Then there
isno end to its brightness.

DRBU can now accept applications
from international students. We
encourage applications from those
who aspire to study the classics and
activate their inherent wisdom,
who feel inspired by our educational
philosophy, and who have excellent
English-language abilities. To learn
more about DRBU, please send us
an inquiry at info@drbu.edu or visit
our website at www.drbu.edu to
read about admissions, academics,
campus life, events and programs,
and all the latest news.

If you are in California and would
like to visit our campus, please

contact us by email. DRBU’s mailing
addressis 4951 Bodhi Way, Ukiah,
CA 95482, USA.
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